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All aboard the

$80m train fix

EXCLUSIVE
Glenn Cordingley

THE Barnett Government is to
spend about S80 million build-
ing WA’s biggest park-and-ride
train station and buying more
rail carriages to ease the pres-
sure on the state’s busiest
railway line.

Today, Premier Colin Barnett
will unveil plans for the major
new hub — Aubin Grove on the
Perth-Mandurah line - to ease
transport congestion for com-
muters in the southern suburbs.

The slalion, about 3km south
of Cockburn Central, will be
near lhe Gibbs and Russell
roads exits of the Kwinana
Freeway, with a bridge connect-
ing passengers to a 2000-bay
car park and a new bus terminal.

The multimillion-dollar
project includes two three-
railcar sets worth about $25

million to service the southern
rail link, which already carries
almost 70,000 passengers each
working weekday.

In a major pre-eleclion prom-
ise, Transport Minister Troy
Buswell said the new Aubin
Grove facility would meet the
growing public transport needs
of people living in and commut-
ing from the rapidly expanding
soulhern corridor.

“The latest population fore-
casts for WA show an increase
of aboul 400,000 people by
2026, with part of that increase
expected from (southern) sub-
urbs such as Aubin Grove,
Atwell, Hammond Park,
Mandogalup and Wandi,” he
said. Mr Buswell said he had not
forgotten residents in the north-
ern suburbs, and vowed to press
ahead with plans to extend the
Joondalup rail line Lo Yanchep.

“We are in heavy planning
now to push that railway line

further north to Yanchep,” Mr
Buswell said. “That planning
work is happening and conver-
salions are now ongoing
between the Government and
landowners in that area.
“Extension of the line north
to Yanchep is an important
opportunity flor us to gel a
railway line in ahead of the
development front.”

The Opposilion announced
in June that if it won the state
election it would put a $45
million freeway train station in
Atwell, including a park-and-
ride [acilily, inilially for 900 cars.

Mr Buswell denied the
Government was playing copy-
cal by simply throwing more
money at a good solution.
“What we have proposed is a
train station with 2000 car
parking bays because we all
know from experience that 900
bays will not be enough,” he said.

“And the Opposition know

this. If you build a train station
you have to buy two sels of
carriages otherwise all you are
doing is adding significantly lo
the overcrowding that is already
happening on the trains.

“What they propose is a train
station with nowhere to park
and no train to catch.”

He said it would be impossible
just to expand Cockburn Central,
because that station had con-
straints. Mr Buswell opened 470
extra car bays there recently,
taking the total to aboul 1500.

Ile said the Liberals’ public
transport plan predicted a 50
per cenl population increase
over 20 years, with a doubling of
public transporl use.

“Increasingly, people will turn
to public transport,” he said.
“That is a big challenge for
governments. We have to make
sure we maintain our investment
in public transport, buses, trains
and the light rail system.”
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Park ‘' Ride
apace for
2000 cars
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