Barnett struggling on gas pipeline
Shannon Hampton
Premier Colin Barnett says the
State Government is struggling to move the Albany to
Bunbury gas pipeline project forward but is adamant it will still
go ahead.
The Government has so far
committed $7 million to the project, promised before the 2008
election, which was last estimated to have a cost of $135 million.
In Parliament last Tuesday, Mr
Barnett said the Government
was still searching for a commitment from a private investor.
The Government is still
struggling to get the Albany pipeline under way, but that is important, he said.
The Albany pipeline lacks a
major customer at the end, but
we are still progressing that project and hopefully we will get
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there because it will be a major
addition to the link.
When built, the pipeline is expected to pass through and service Donnybrook, Bridgetown,
Manjimup and Mt Barker.
Labor has touted the project as
a pipe dream and Albany MP
Peter Watson said he remained
sceptical about the project.
I always thought it was a gimmick by Barnett, a big-ticket
item, fully funded, fully costed,
but then (when) they went to cost
it and went out to the business

community, it was going to cost a
lot more, he said.
We looked at it when Alinta
Gas was run by the Government,
and they said it wasn t viable.
That s why we ve always
found it very sceptical, that Mr
Barnett could make something
profitable that no one else
could.
Albany Chamber of Commerce
and Industry chief executive
Russ Clark said the development
of secondary business in Albany
relied on the project.
Without (the gas pipeline) we
can t get into secondary industry, he said.
Saying that we won t put it
there until there s a customer
well, there won t be a customer
here if it s not here.
Mr Clark said the Government
needed to guarantee the gas pipeline would happen.

